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TO  THE 


TIVERTON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  lay  before  you  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  of  the  district  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  I960. 


STATISTICS  &  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

OF  THE  AREA 


Areas 

Populations 

Rateable  Values 

Sum  Represented  by  a  Penny  Rates 
Social  Conditionss 


Slaughtering  Industries s 

Lloyd  Maunder 


114,139  acres 

20,  540 

£191,368  at  1st  April,  i960. 
£781.  5s.  5d. 


Agriculture  being  the  chief 
occupation  of  the  inhabitants, 
conditions  are,  on  the  whole, 
good. 


The  principal  slaughterhouse 
in  the  district  iss- 

. ,  Willand. 

In  addition  there  are  7  other 
small  private  slaughterhouses 
licensed. 


Other  Main  Industries s 

Wiggins,  Teape  &  Co.,  Paper  Manufacturers,  Bradninch. 
Reed  &  Smith  Ltd.,  Paper  Manufacturers,  Silverton. 

"  "  Cullompton. 

Culm  Leather  Dressing  Co. ,  Cullompton. 

Fox  Eros.,  Weavers,  Cullompton. 

"  "  Uffculme. 

Dreven  &  Brown,  Glove  Manufacturers,  Cullompton. 

The  Tanneries,  Cullompton. 

John  Heathcoat  &  Co.,  Net  Mending,  Cullompton. 

Wilts  United  Dairies,  Milk  Factory,  Hemyock. 

Dulverton  Sawmills,  Morebath. 

Br amber  Engineering  Works,  Willand. 
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EXTRACT  PROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OP  THE  YEAR 


Live  Births 

Rate  per  1,000  population 

Illegitimate  Live  Births 
Still  Births 


Total  M  P 

349  164  185 

. . .  16-9  (Uncorrected) 

I8.4  (Corrected) 

. ..  3.4  per  cent,  of  total  live  “births 

Tot  al  M  P^ 

5  14 


Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  “births  ...  14.1 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births  . . .  354 

Infant  Deaths  under  one  year  of  age  ...  7 

Infant  Mortality  Rates?  - 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  “births  ...  20.0 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  20.7 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  Nil. 

Neo-natal  mortality  (deaths  under  4  weeks  per  1,000  total  live  births)  ...  14.3 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1  week  per  1,000  total  live 

births)  ...  14 • 3 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1  week  combined 

per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths)  ...  28.2 


Deaths  from  diseases  &  accidents  (from  sepsis  Nil 

of  pregnancy  and  child-birth  (from  other  causes  Nil 

Deaths  from  Congenital  Malformations  ...  ... 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  Nil 

"  11  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  Nil 

"  "  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ...  Nil 

Total  M  P 


Deaths  (Crude  Death  Rate  per 

(1,000  -  12.2 


Corrected  Death  Rate  ...  11.1  per  1,000  population. 


EXCESSIVE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR 

Deaths  from  Cancer  during  I960  were  47*  This  compares  with  previous 
years  as  follows?-  1949  -  40;  1950  -  43;  1951  -  32;  1952  -  35;  1953  -  39; 


-  40;  1955  -  44; 

1956  -  40; 

1957  -  39; 

1958  -  60;  1959  -  41 0 

Males 

Females 

Alteration  from  1959 

Stomach 

5 

4 

+6 

Bronchus  &  Lung 

6 

2 

+1 

Breast 

— 

2 

-1 

Uterus 

4 

+1 

Others 

12 

12 

-1 

23 

24 

m  Total  of  47 
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GASTRIC  CANCER 


At  the  request  of  Mr.  R.I.  Davies  of  the  University  College  of  North  Wales 
we  collected  a  100  samples  of  potatoes  from  gardens  in  Cullompton.  A  third  of 
these  were  from  premises  where  cancer  deaths  had  occurred  after  residence  in 
each  particular  house  for  at  least  ten  years.  The  remainder  of  the  samples 
bringing  the  total  up  to  a  hundred  were  taken  as  controls  from  similar  gardens 
of  premises  where  no  death  from  gastric  cancer  had  occurred. 

We  av/ait  with  interest  the  chemical  analysis  of  these  potatoes  for  the 
presence  of  carcinogenic  substances. 


I  publish  a  chart  showing  the  incidence  of  gastric  cancer  in  the  various 
parishes  during  the  past  13  years. 


Popu-  Parish 
lation 

1943 

1949 

0 

in 

ON 

1 — 1 

rH 

in 

ON 

1 — ! 

CVJ 

in 

ON 

rH 

1953 

1954 

in 

in 

ON 

rH 

VO 

in 

ON 

rH 

1957 

00 

in 

ON 

rH 

1959 

I960 

TOTALS 
1948  - 
I960 

1614 

Bampton 

1 

1 

1 

2 

5 

211 

Bickleigh 

1 

1 

1767 

Rradninch 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

6 

699 

Buries combe 

1 

1 

1 

3 

96 

Butterleigh 

1 

1 

143 

Cadbury 

- 

165 

Cadeleigh 

- 

165 

Clayhanger 

- 

461 

Clayhidon 

1 

1 

2 

432 

C,  Mor chard 

1 

1 

2 

3377 

Cullompton 

4 

4 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

5 

4 

4 

2 

2 

33 

716 

Culmstock 

1 

1 

1281 

Halbert  on 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

6 

1065 

Hemyock 

1 

1 

2 

179 

Hockworthy 

— 

489 

H«  Rogus 

1 

1 

1 

3 

149 

Hunt sham 

1 

1 

670 

Kentisbeare 

1 

1 

1 

3 

145 

Loxbeare 

1 

1 

364 

Morebath 

2 

2 

359 

Oakford 

— 

669 

S.  Peverell 

1 

.  2 

2 

1 

6 

1274 

Si]  vert  on 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

8 

260 

Stoodleigh 

— 

135 

Templeton 

1 

1 

701 

Thorver  t  on 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

7 

1688 

Uffculme 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

302 

U plowman 

— 

323 

Washfield 

— 

808 

Willand 

1 

1 

2 

TOTALS 

6 

6 

8 

4 

6 

10 

12 

10 

8 

9 

10 

3 

9 

101 

11560 

Tiverton 

Borough 

1 

3 

4 

2 

2 

7 

3 

3 

1 

2 

4 

5 

10 

47 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  TH5  AREA. 

1.  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME  -  HOME  HELP  SERVICE.  Cases  are  dealt  with  by  direct 

application  from  the  District  Nurses  or  Health  Visitors  to  the 
County  Office. 

2.  NUMBER  OP  MIDWIVES .  The  District  Nurses,  of  whom  there  are  1 6,  act  in 

this  capacity. 


-  3  - 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES.  Clinical  material  is  examined  at  the  County 

Laboratories  as  previously  and  also  at  the  Pathological  Department 
of  the  Royal  Devon  &  Exeter  Hospital. 

LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE.  There  has  been  no  major  change  during  the  year 
with  regard  to  legislation  in  force  throughout  the  area. 

HOSPITAL  SERVICES.  There  are  three  hospitals  situated  in  Tiverton 

Borough  which,  up  to  now,  have  performed  the  bulk  of  the  hospital 
work  of  the  town  and  district  §  Tiverton  &  District  Hospital, 

Belmont  Hospital  and  Post  Hill  Hospital. 

a)  The  first  of  these  is  a  general  hospital  dealing  with  surgical, 
medical  and  maternity  cases,  plus  a  childrens  ward.  It  has  a 
properly  equipped  operating  theatre  and  X-ray  Department,  but  no 
laboratory  facilities.  The  more  difficult  surgical  and  medical 
oases  are  dealt  with  in  Exeter  and  recently,  owing  to  the  reduction 
in  surgical  staff,  surgical  emergencies  have  been  sent  to  Exeter 
for  this  reason.  The  hospital  also  has  a  busy  accident  and  out¬ 
patients’  department,  which  from  time  to  time  becomes  overtaxed  by 
the  increasing  number  of  road  accidents.  The  building  was 
originally  a  dispensary  and  has  been  added  to  over  the  past  hundred 
years,  with  the  consequence  that  it  is  rambling  and  antiquated. 

Also,  as  it  is  in  the  centre  of  the  town  at  a  busy  cross  roads,  it 
is  extremely  noisy.  The  Maternity  Department  is  a  more  modern 
section  and  much  the  most  satisfactory  part  of  the  building. 

However,  it  is  not  large  enough  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  area  it 
serves. 

b)  The  Belmont  Hospital,  with  90  beds  and  also  with  part  3  accommodation 
was  formerly  a  workhouses  although  greatly  modernised,  it  still 
shows  traces  of  its  lowly  origin.  It  seems  incredible  that  it  is 
still  without  a  lift 5  this  means  that  helpless  aged  and  arthritic 
patients  are  carried  up  three  flights  of  stairs  by  hand.  Once  they 
are  up  the  stairs,  the  more  helpless  cases  tend  to  remain  there. 

The  amount  of  running  up  and  down  stairs  which  the  staff  have  to  do 
is,  of  course,  considerable.  This  hospital  also  is  inadequate  for 
the  needs  of  the  aged  sick  of  the  district  which  it  serves. 

c)  Post  Hill  Hospital,  which  was  a  former  isolation  hospital,  serves  a 
valuable  purpose  in  catering  for  convalescent  cases  and  also  acute 
and  chronic  medical  cases.  It  is,  however,  some  two  miles  out  of 
the  town  and  has  no  facilities  for  radiological  investigation. 

This  limits  its  usefulness  to  certain  types  of  cases. 

Summary;  I  am  strongly  of  the  opinion  that  the  time  is  overdue 
when  Tiverton  and  district  should  be  provided  with  an  up  to  date 
hospital  building  with  modern  facilities  to  replace  the  present 
piecemeal,  antiquated  arrangements.  The  present  system  is  difficult 
to  run,  wasteful  of  staff  and  lays  a  heavy  burden  on  the  doctors. 

MATERNITY  CASES.  The  majority  are  admitted  to  the  Tiverton  and  District 
Hospital,  admission  being  controlled  by  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

A  number  of  cases  are  unable  to  obtain  accommodation  locally. 

AGED  SICK.  Improvement  in  the  County  Welfare  Service  has  eased  our 

problems  in  this  direction,  but  our  hospital  beds  are  stil]  cluttered 
up  with  the  type  of  patient  who  would  be  better  dealt  with  at  much 
less  expense  in  a  County  Hostel. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the  year  i960 
giving  age  incidence. 


Age 

Periods 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diptheria 

X 

bn 

3 

0 

0 

too 

3 

•H 

p< 

0 

0 

u 

Measles 

Pneumonia 

_ 

Erysipelas 

r 

I  Para  Typhoid 

I -  -  — 

Dysentery  (Sonne) 

- 1 

Cerebo  Spinal 

Meningitis 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Food  Poisoning 

Acute  Encephalitis 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Under  1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

1  year 

1 

— 

— 

6 

- 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

— 

2  years 

3 

- 

— 

8 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

3  years 

4 

- 

3 

7 

1 

4  years 

3 

- 

— 

7 

1 

5-9 

12 

- 

1 

17 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

10  -  14 

9 

— 

— 

4 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

- 

OJ 

l 

in 

1 — 1 

1 

- 

— 

1 

1 

25  &  over 

1 

- 

- 

- 

36 

2 

-  . 

- 

- 

1 

— 

3 

- 

Age 

Unknown 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

TOTALS 

34 

— 

4 

52 

40 

3 

1 

1 

- 

3 

— 

- 

TUBERCULOSIS.  New  Gases  and  Mortality  during  i960. 


Age 

NEW 

CASES 

D  E  A 

T  H  S 

Periods 

Pulmonary 

N  on-Pulmonar y 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M  F 

M  F 

M  F 

0-3 

-  - 

1  - 

-  - 

—  — 

5-10 

1 

—  — 

—  — 

*“  "" 

10  -  15 

-  - 

-  - 

-  - 

15  -  25 

1 

-  - 

-  - 

_ 

25  -  30 

-  - 

-  1 

-  - 

-  - 

30  -  35 

-  - 

-  - 

-  — 

- 

35  -  45 

—  - 

-  - 

-  - 

-  - 

45  -  55 

-  - 

-  - 

-  - 

55  &  over 

1 

1 

-  - 

- 

-  - 

Age 

Unknown 

—  - 

- 

_  — 

TOTAL; 

3 

1 

1  1 

- 

-  - 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PREVENTION  OF  TUBERCULOSIS)  REGULATIONS,  1925- 


No  action  was  taken  during  the  year. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT  1925,  Section  62.  No  action  was  taken  during  -the  year. 

-  5  - 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


Schemes  completed,  during  I960. 

During  the  year  the  Culmstock  Sewerage  Scheme  came  into  operation. 

The  Uffculme  Scheme  has  also  come  into  operation,  but  there  has  been  some 
delay  with  the  solids  diverter  which  will  pump  sewage  from  the  group  of  houses 
near  the  cemetery  into  the  main  sewer.  It  is  hoped  that  the  whole  of  the  work 
on  the  main  scheme  will  be  completed  early  in  1961.  In  addition  to  this  a 
supplementary  scheme  for  the  elimination  of  infiltration  water  is  awaiting 
Ministry  approval  and  a  starting  date. 

Schemes  in  course  of  preparation _ 

Burlescombe  A  new  scheme  has  been  prepared  by  the  Consulting  Engineers  to 

deal  with  the  villages  of  Burlescombe  and  Westleigh.  The  total 
estimated  cost  of  this  work  amounts  to  £495000»  The  scheme  has 
been  submitted  to  the  Ministry,  but  we  are  waiting  for  the 
consent  of  the  British  Railways  and  until  this  is  received  the 
Ministry  cannot  proceed. 

Cullompton  This  scheme  has  been  in  the  course  of  preparation  since  1954* 

The  estimated  cost  at  that  time  was  £82,000.  Since  then  the 
scheme  has  been  held  up  for  the  following  reasonss- 

(a)  The  ’Credit  Squeeze’ 5 

(b)  To  supply  the  Ministry  with  the  necessary  gaugings 

of  the  trade  effluent  from  Messrs.  Tremlett’s  Tannery? 

(c^  The  disastrous  fire  at  Sellwood’s  Tannery? 

(d)  The  lastest  hold-up  is  over  the  question  of  future 
housing  development  in  the  town.  The  Consultants 
are  in  touch  with  the  East  Devon  Planning  Officer 
on  this  matter. 

Agreement  in  principle  has  been  reached  with  Messrs.  Tremletts 
over  the  cost  of  the  treatment  of  trade  effluent. 


Hemyock 


Holcombe 

Rogus 


Silver ton 


Quite  recently  the  Consulting  Engineers  have  been  instructed  to 
proceed  with  a  scheme  to  deal  with  the  whole  of  Hemyock,  including 
the  necessary  new  sewers  and  an  up  to  date  disposal  plant. 

A  scheme  has  been  prepared  by  the  Consulting  Engineers  and  the 
estimated  cost  is  £38,000.  The  scheme  has  been  submitted  to 
the  Ministry  for  their  consideration  and  steps  are  being  taken 
to  acquire  the  site  of  the  disposal  works. 

A  scheme  has  been  prepared  by  the  Consulting  Engineers  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  £49?000.  It  is  possible  that  a  small  portion 
of  this  scheme  may  be  carried  out  in  advance  of  the  main  scheme, 
in  order  to  prevent  the  flooding  of  private  property.  The  cost 
of  this  advance  scheme  will  be  in  the  region  of  £3,600. 


Priority  List 

In  addition  to  the  above  schemes,  the  following  is  a  priority  list  for  the 
parishes  and  hamlets  not  yet  sewered,  or  where  the  present  arrangements  are 
unsatisfactory. 

1.  Bradninchs  Since  1955  there  has  been  considerable  housing  development 
both  private  and  Council  in  this  Parish.  The  sewers  are  in  fair 
order,  but  there  is  no  proper  treatment  of  the  sewage  other  than  broad 
irrigation  from  settlement  tanks.  There  is  serious  pollution  of  the 
River  Culm  and  we  have  already  had  complaints  from  the  Duchy  of 
Cornwall  on  whose  land  the  sewage  effluent  is  distributed. 

It  is  hoped  that,  when  a  disposal  scheme  for  Bradninch  is  to  be 
prepared,  the  possibility  of  composting  will  be  given  full 
consideration  and  expert  advice  sought. 
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SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOS.lL  (contd.) 


2.  Butterleighs  In  the  built-up  area  of  this  village  slop  water  is 
emptied  into  the  roadside  gutter  and  the  septic  tanks  which  have 
been  provided  as  a  temporary  measure,  are  unsatisfactory  on  account 
of  the  heavy  nature  of  the  sub-soil.  There  are  several  serious 
nuisances  in  the  village. 

3.  Hunt sham s  There  are  no  proper  sewerage  arrangements  in  the  village 
area  of  Huntsham.  Host  of  the  houses  are  served  by  earth  closets 
and  waste  water  is  discharged  into  a  small  stream. 

4*  Cruwys  Morchard  (Nomansland  and  Pennymoor)  %  Sanitary  conditions  in 
these  two  small  hamlets  are  primitive  and  unsatisfactory.  The 
public  house  at  Pennymoor  has  no  modern  sanitary  conveniences. 

5«  Thor vert ons  The  sewers  in  Thorverton  have  given  very  little  trouble 

during  the  period  I  have  been  with  this  Council.  The  sewage  works, 
however,  is  very  primitive  and  close  to  the  railway  and  County  Road. 

I  consider  that  steps  should  be  taken  at  an  early  date  to  provide 
full  treatment  of  the  sewage.  No  doubt,  the  existing  settlement 
tanks  could  be  used,  but  proper  filters,  sludge  beds  and  a  humus 
tank  should  be  provided  to  eliminate  the  smell  nuisance.  Conditions 
here  in  this  Parish  have  been  aggravated  by  the  housing  development, 
both  private  and  Council,  which  has  taken  place  during  the  past  ten 
years. 

6.  Bampton  -  Shillingford?  Further  Council  House  development  in  this 
hamlet  has  made  the  need  of  a  scheme  more  urgent. 

7.  Kentisbeares  Various  small  disposal  plants  and  septic  tanks  have 
been  installed  in  different  parts  of  this  village.  There  has  been 
an  improvement  on  the  conditions  which  existed  ten  years  ago,  but  the 
need  for  a  comprehensive  scheme  to  deal  with  the  whole  of  the  village 
area  is  still  urgent. 

8.  Ashills  A  septic  tank  and  a  sewer  serves  the  village  area.  There 
are  also  various  unsatisfactory  private  septic  tanks  dotted  about  the 
village.  Nuisances  occur  after  heavy  rainfall  when  the  sewer  at  the 
bottom  of  the  village  becomes  surcharged  with  road  water. 

9.  Blackboroughs  There  are  several  unsatisfactory  septic  tanks  at 
Blackborough  and  Mrs.  Walker,  the  owner  of  certain  properties  there, 
is  willing  to  contribute  towards  a  scheme  for  this  hamlet. 

10.  Stoodleighs  The  houses  in  the  village  of  Stoodleigh  are  rather 
scattered  and  are  served  at  the  present  time  by  septic  tanks.  No 
complaints  have  been  received  recently,  but  a  scheme  will  be  needed 
one  day. 

11.  Cla.yhidon  (Rosemary  Lane)  %  This  built-up  area  may  require  a  sewerage 
scheme  at  some  future  date.  No  complaints  have  been  received 
regarding  nuisances. 

12.  Halbert  on  -  Ash  Thomas  s  There  are  several  nuisances  in  this  hamlet 
during  the  summer  months  when  the  stream  is  low,  owing  to  the 
unsatisfactory  effluents  from  various  septic  tanks. 

The  following  parishes  are  too  scattered  to  warrant  a  sewerage  scheme  at  the 
present  times-  Clayhanger,  Cadbury,  Hockworthy,  Loxbeare,and  Templeton. 

Maintenance  of  Existing  Sewers  and  Sewage  Works. 

The  Council  now  have  the  nucleus  of  a  maintenance  staff  for  their  sewerage 
schemes.  Mr.  Stoneman,  who  lives  at  Halberton,  has  been  provided  with  a  Land 
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Rover,  and  with  Mr.  Ridd,  who  lives  at  Willand,  they  look  after  the  sewerage 
schemes  in  the  Culm  Valley  with  the  exception  of  Cullompton,  where  we  have  a 
full-time  attendant.  We  also  have  part-time  attendants  at  Bampton,  Morebath, 
Washfield,  Oakford,  Bickleigh,  Silverton  and  Bradninch.  In  addition  to  this, 
payments  are  made  to  certain  Council  House  tenants  for  looking  after  small 
schemes  serving  outlying  Council  Houses. 

Small  septic  tanks  and  treatment  plants  in  outlying  areas  are  desludged  at 
regular  intervals  under  contract  by  Messrs.  C.W.  Harrisons. 


WATER  SUPPLIES 


The  North  Devon  Water  Board  is  responsible  for  supplying  the  District  with 
water. 


WATER  SAMPLING  ( PRIVATE  SUPPLIES  AND  WELLS) 


Details 

Parish 


of  samples  taken  by  the  department  during  I960  are  given  belows- 
Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory  Total  Taken 


BAMPTON 

BICKLEIGH 

BUTTERLEIGH 

CLAYHAWGER 

CRUWYS  MORCHARD  ... 

OAKFORD 

STOODLEIGH 

TEMPLETON 

THORVERTON 

WASHFIELD 


2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

3 


1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

2 

1 


3 
1 
1 
1 
2 

4 

3 

4 
1 
4 


TOTALS  12 


12 


24 


In  a  number  of  cases  where  unsatisfactory  reports  were  obtained  it  was 
recommended  that  a  domestic  type  filter  be  fitted  and,  in  other  cases,  the 
users  were  advised  to  boil  all  water  for  drinking  purposes. 


PUBLIC  SWIMMING  BATHS 

There  is  only  one  public  swimming  bath  in  the  districts  this  is 
situated  at  the  Old  Well  Roadhouse,  Waterloo  Cross,  Uffculme.  The  bath  is 
75  feet  long  by  20  feet  wide.  At  the  beginning  of  the  season  the  bath  is 
completely  filled  with  water  from  a  nearby  spring.  The  water  is  then  re¬ 
circulated  through  a  filter  and  hand  chlorinated.  There  is  also  a  continuous 
flow  of  spring  water  into  the  bath.  Although  the  water  has  an  objectionable 
appearance  during  the  hot  summer  w’eather,  bacteriological  examinations  of 
samples  of  the  water  have  all  proved  satisfactory.  Arrangements  are  being  made 
for  weekly  samples  to  be  taken  from  the  swimming  bath  in  1961  during  the  period 
May  to  September.  The  swimming  bath  is  used  by  children  attending  the  County 
Schools  at  Uffculme  and  Cullompton. 

Although  this  water  is  efficiently  chlorinated,  I  feel  that  steps  should 
be  taken  to  get  main  water  laid  on  so  that  the  water  can  be  changed  more 
regularly.  This  should  be  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  North  Devon  Water  Board. 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  OF  THE  AREA  BY  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS 


Premises  inspected  or  subject  of  inspection  L0--,.0-*. 

— — -  inspections 


Dairies  (other  than  dairy  farms)  16 

Bakehouses  24 

Shops  and  Pood  premises  122 

Knackers1  yards  37 

Rodent  control  112 

Building  Byelaws  and  Town  &  Country  Planning  985 

Petroleum  storage  installations  198 

Caravan  sites  76 

Hides  and  skin  stores  18 

Public  Houses  12 

Public  Conveniences  105 

Private  water  supplies  56 

Drainage  works  46O 

Cattle  markets  5 

Infectious  diseases  49 

Ice  cream  4 

Refuse  tips  6l 

Refuse  complaints  investigated  31 

Slaughterhouses  362 

Sewage  works  221 

Smoke  abatement  1 

Nuisances  and  complaints  investigated  134 

Disinfestations  (infectious  diseases  and  verminous)  2 6 

Schools  15 

Factories  and  workshops  etc.  31 

Housing  inspections  relating  to  improvement  grants  280 

Housing  inspections  relating  to  Rent  Act,  1957 > 

letting  of  Council  Houses,  Slum  Clearance  and 

Housing  Act,  1954.  238 


CARAVAN,  MOVEABLE  DWELLING  &  CAMPING  SITES 

Section  269,  Public  Health  Act,  1936 
and  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  i960 

Total  number  of  sites  licensed  at  the  end  of  1959°”  15 

Each  site  also  has  the  benefit  of  a  planning  permission  and  this  number 
includes  a  multiple  site  for  a  maximum  of  10  caravans  at  the  Old  Well 
Roadhouse,  Waterloo  Cross,  Burlescombe. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS 


PRESCRIBED  PARTICULARS  ON  THE  ADMINISTRATION 
OF  THE  FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 


PART  1  OF  THE  ACT 

INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  "by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Itritten 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(i) 

Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,2, 3, 4  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 

Local  Authorities  . . . . 

42 

8 

Nil 

Nil 

(ii) 

Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority  ....... 

105 

17 

Nil 

Nil 

(iii) 

Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers’ 
premises)  ooo«o©©©©oe©©. 

Nil 

6 

Nil 

Nil 

TOTAL 

147 

31 

Nil 

Nil 

Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


Particulars 

(1) 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 
wer e  instituted 

(6) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Ref 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

erred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

Want  of  cleanlin¬ 
ess  (S.l) 

Overcrowding 

(S.2) 

5 

5 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Unreasonable 
temperature  (S.3) 

Inadequate 
ventilation  (S.4) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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Particulars 

(1) 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Ref< 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

3rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

which 

prosecutions 
were  instituted 

(6) 

Ineffective 
drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary 

Conveniences  (S.7) 

( a)  Insufficient 

(t>)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

(0)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  including 
offences 
relating  to 

Out -work) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

2 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

TOTAL 

10 

10 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 
Outwork 

(Sections  110  and  111) 


Section  110  Section  111 


Nature 

of 

Work 

No.  of 
out -workers 
in  August 
list 

required 
by  Section 
110  (l)  (c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to 
the 

Council 

No.  of 
prosecu¬ 
tions 
for 

failure 
to  supply 
lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work 
in  un¬ 
wholesome 
premises 

Notices 

served 

Prose¬ 

cutions 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

Wearing 

apparel 

(Making 

(etc. 

(Cleaning 

(and 

( washing 

19 

Field 

Coils 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

TOTAL 

20 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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MEANS  OP  ESCAPE  IN  CASE  OF  FIRE  (SECTION  34) 


No  Certificates  of  adequate  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  were  granted 
during  the  year. 

Responsibility  for  the  granting  of  these  certificates  has  been  transferred 
to  the  Fire  Authority. 


BUILDING  BYELAWS  AND  RELEVANT 
SECTIONS  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT  193 6 
and  TOM  &  COUNTRY  PLANNING  ACT  1947 


Plans  and  applications  in  ) 
respect  of  buildings  and  ) 
other  development,  and  ) 
applications  under  the  ) 
Control  of  Advertisements  ) 
Regulations  1948  and  I960  ) 


Deposited 


Approved 


Rejected 


483 


462  21 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  AND  FOOD 

PREMISES 

Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1955  (Sections  13.  14  and  16) 

(a)  Ice-cream  premises! 

(i)  No.  of  premises  registered  for 
the  manufacture  and/or  sale  of 
ice-cream  during  the  years  5 

(ii)  Total  number  of  premises  so 

registered!  88 

(b)  Bakeries! 

No  new  bakeries  were  registered  during 
the  year.  Informal  action  under  the 
Food  Hygiene  Regulations  secured 
improvements  and  a  standard  of  cleanliness. 

(c)  Fried  fish  premises! 

No  new  fish  frying  establishments  were 
registered  during  the  year. 

(d)  Egg  packing  stations! 

No  action  has  been  necessary. 

(e)  Butchers*  shops! 

No  action  has  been  necessary. 

Food  Premises! 


Bakehouses! 

14 

Butchers’  shops! 

27 

Fried  Fish  shops: 

6 

Egg  packing 

premises! 

6 

No.  of  cafes  eto. 

79 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations! 

Implementation  of  the  requirements  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  has 
continued  during  the  year.  There  has  been  no  necessity  for  prosecution  in 
any  instance. 
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MEAT  INSPECTION 


Cattle 

(except 

cows) 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

& 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

2033 

195 

1316 

60210 

84361 

Number  inspected 

2033 

195 

1316 

60210 

84361 

All  diseases  except  tuber- 

culosis  and  cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

2 

12 

71 

217 

302 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

515 

91 

25 

3267 

9139 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  or  cysticerci 

25-43 

52.82 

7.29 

5.79 

11.19 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

10 

- 

— 

- 

- 

4051 

— 

- 

- 

- 

4.81 

Cysticerci 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigeration 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

72 

— 

72 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

The  total  weight  of  meat  and  offal  condemned  during  the  year; 

99  tons  -  10  cwts  -  3  qrs  -  26  lhs. 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts  1933  -  1954? 

35  licenses  to  slaughter  animals  were  granted  or  renewed  during  the  year. 
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SLAUGHTERHOUSES  ACT,  1958 


The  Council’s  Report  on  Slaughterhouse  facilities  was  submitted  to  the 
Minister  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  during  the  year. 

The  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty)  Regulations  1958  and 
The  Slaughterhouses  (Hygiene)  Regulations  1958  will  fully  apply  to 
Slaughterhouses  in  the  District  as  from  1st  January  1962.  It  is  expected 
that  6  of  the  existing  slaughterhouses  in  the  District  will  comply  with  all 
the  requirement  of  these  Regulations. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS 


No.  of  Dairies  (other  than  Dairy  Farms) 

registered  at  31  December  1960s -  11 

No.  of  Dealers’  Licenses  granted  during  1960s-  36 

The  functions  appertaining  to  the  granting  of  Dealers’  Licenses  have 
now  been  transferred  to  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority. 


LICENSING  OF  PREMISES  FOR  THE 
STORAGE  OF  PETROL 

No.  of  premises  licensed  during  1960s-  162 


HOUSING  IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

During  the  period  from  1949  to  the  end  of  I960  the  Council  has  made 
improvement  grants  in  respect  of  175  Dwellinghouses  in  the  District, 
enabling  these  Dwellings  to  be  equipped  with  the  essential  modern  amenities. 


I  am  indebted  to  the  Officers  of  the  Council  for  their  holp  during 
the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  Servant, 

G.  NICHOLSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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